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Can business activity in itself be morally good and pleasing to God? Sometimes business can seem

so shady-manipulating the "bottom line," deceiving the consumer, or gaining promotions because of

whom you know. But Wayne Grudem introduces a novel concept: business itself glorifies God when

it is conducted in a way that imitates God's character and creation. He shows that all aspects of

business, including ownership, profit, money, competition, and borrowing and lending, glorify God

because they are reflective of God's nature. Though Grudem isn't naÃ¯ve about the easy ways

these activities can be perverted and used as a means to sin, he knows that Christians can be

about the business of business. This biblically based book is a thoughtful guide to imitating God

during interactions with customers, coworkers, employees, and other businesses. See how your

business, and your life in business, can be dedicated to God's glory.
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I had never really thought about it, but I guess--even though it is contrary to my longing and belief

that God can be and is glorified through all of the Christian's life--that I had always just assumed

that business wasn't good in and of itself. In fact like Grudem asserts of those who are like I was, we

believe, "that from a moral perspective [profit, competition, money, and business are] 'neutral' at

best." I guess that when I was pursuing a degree in engineering, I thought that I could glorify God

through it by sharing the gospel at the work place, earning enough money to free my wife up to be a

stay-at-home mom, and being able to give more money to the church. But Grudem's view is so



much balanced and biblical than these views, exposing my blindness that would have kept me from

obeying 1 Corinthians 10:31, "So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do (including

business), do all for the glory of God." (On a side not to 1 Cor 10:31, read "How to Drink Orange

Juice to the Glory of God," chapter 5 of John Piper's book, "Pierced by the Word.")The topics in

which Grudem covers in this book, with a chapter devoted to each one are:How God is glorified

by...1. Ownership2. Productivity3. Employment4. Commercial Transactions5. Profit6. Money7.

Inequality of Possessions8. Competition9. Borrowing and Lendingand he then includes two

chapters on10. Attitudes of Heart11. Effects on World Poverty.Grudem is not blind to the abuses of

business, the ways in which we idolize money and success and become gracious losing sight of the

fact that we are operating with God's stuff not ours.

I own quite a few books written by Wayne Grudem and most of them vary between being long and

very long (not to say that this is necessarily a bad thing). Grudem takes on difficult and controversial

subjects such as Bible translation and the roles of men and women in the church and covers them

both thoroughly and biblically. It was with some surprise, then, that I received Business for the Glory

of God and noted that it is a mere 96 pages - the perfect size to read in a single evening. Its size

may be deceiving, for this little book contains some powerful teaching about the value of

business.Grudem says, rightly I'm sure, that when people ask how their lives can glorify God, they

are rarely told, "Go into business." Students, when they ask, "How can I serve God with my life,"

don't often hear the answer, "Go into business." This little book claims just this, that "many aspects

of business activity are morally good in themselves, and that in themselves they bring glory to God -

though they also have great potential for misuse and wrongdoing." Dr. Grudem examines business

under the following headings: 1. Ownership 2. Productivity 3. Employment 4. Commercial

transactions (buying and selling) 5. Profit 6. Money 7. Inequality of possessions 8. Competition 9.

Borrowing and lending 10. Attitudes of hearing 11. Effect on world povertyThrough each chapter

Grudem shows that the topic he discusses is fundamentally good, whether it be ownership, profit, or

inequality of possessions, and that each one provides many opportunities to glorify God, but also

many temptations to sin.
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